
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 2020 eighth-grade 

Summer Reading List 

 
 

Overview 

All incoming eighth-grade students (2020-21 SY) at The Mount 

Washington School must read at least two books this summer and at 

least one must come from the list provided.  Students must complete at 

least two summer reading organizers. Books are available at stores, on 

YouTube, and/or at the library (in-person or digitally). Free DIGITAL (not 

paperback) options are indicated on the list.  New and returning 

students are required to complete the organizers and readings. 

Rewards 

• Log reading time onto Beanstack and get 
prizes from The Enoch Pratt Free Library. 

• Recognition from MWS in the fall and 
entry into a cash raffle. 

Fiction  Non-Fiction 

 Okay for Now by Gary D. Schmidt 
As a 14-year-in a new town, Doug has all 
the stats stacked against him. Doug finds 
the strength to endure an abusive father, 
the suspicions of a whole town, and the 
return of his oldest brother, forever 
scarred, from Vietnam. 
*YouTube   +Ebook 

 Stamped--Racism, Antiracism, and You 
(REMIX) by J. Reynolds, Ibram X. Kendi 

An exploration of racism—and 
antiracism—in America.  It explains why 
the poison of racism lingers and shows it 
can also be discredited. 

+Ebook 

 They Call Me Güero: A Border Kid’s 
Poems by David Bowles 

"Güero is a Mexican American border kid 
who wishes he had been born with a 
darker complexion, so that he could fit in 
with other Mexicans. Told in verse. 

@Library 

 Maus I: A Survivor's Tale: My Father 

Bleeds History by A. Spiegelman (SERIES) 

Maus recounts a man’s life during the 
Holocaust, with Jews drawn as wide-eyed 
mice and Nazis as menacing cats. This is a 
young adult graphic novel meant for 
mature audiences.     

*YouTube     @Library 

 
 

Pride by Ibi Zoboi  

Zuri Benitez has pride. Brooklyn pride 
and pride in her Afro-Latino roots. Pride 
might not be enough to save her rapidly 
gentrifying neighborhood from becoming 
unrecognizable.  Has a few instances of 
strong language and physical violence, 
+Ebook   ^Audio 

 The Beloved World of Sonia Sotomayor 
by Sonia Sotomayor 

Discover the inspiring life of Justice Sonia 
Sotomayor, the first Latina and third 
woman appointed to the United States 
Supreme Court. 

+Ebook 

 A Song Below Water by Bethany C. 
Morrow (SERIES) 

Tavia must hide her siren powers. 
Meanwhile, Effie is fighting her own 
family struggles, pitted against literal 
demons from her past. 

 Chasing King’s Killer by James Swanson 

A history of Martin Luther King Jr.'s role in 
the civil rights movement and U.S. political 
history—and the killer who assassinated 
him. 

*YouTube (audiobook)  +Ebook 

 
 
 
 
 

The House of the Scorpion by Nancy 
Farmer (SERIES) 
Matteo Alacrán was not born; he was 
harvested.  As Matt struggles to 
understand his existence, he is 
threatened by a sinister group of people. 
*YouTube (audiobook)   +Ebook 

 YOU CHOOSE! 
Don’t feel limited to the list provided.  You 
are required to read at least one book from 
the list, but you can always choose other 
books as well.   Just try to make sure the 
books are written at your current reading 
level. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Guardians dictate what is appropriate for their student to read.  Regardless of the books chosen, at least two graphic organizers must be completed. 

Guardians dictate what is appropriate for their student to read.  Regardless of the books chosen, at least two graphic organizers must be completed. 


