
 

 

The Mount Washington School 

Language Policy 
 

Philosophy 

At The Mount Washington School we believe that language is an essential element of self-

expression and provides us with the means to communicate ideas and to process the world 

around us.  The acquisition of language is an active process taught through authentic 

experiences with the goal of developing listening, speaking, reading, writing and presenting 

skills through a culture of inquiry. Through this process students will be able to solve problems 

and think critically and creatively in all eight MYP subjects.  It is the goal of the school to 

develop the language skills of each student to the highest level and provide this opportunity to 

develop language skills in all classes. All education involves the teaching of language and that all 

teachers are language teachers.   

 

School Community Language Profile 
 

Although English is the predominant language of communication for the majority of the Mount 

Washington School families (95%), we do have about 3% of our students that live in Spanish-

speaking homes. The chart below indicates the percent of the school’s population that have 

another language other than English as their home language: 

 

2018-2019 

Home Language Percent of The Mount Washington School 
student population 

Spanish 3% 

Italian Less than 1% 

Portuguese Less than 1% 

Hindi Less than 1% 

Indonesian Less than 1% 

Russian Less than 1% 

Tagalog Less than 1% 

Telugu Less than 1% 

Other Less than 1% 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Language of Instruction 
 

English is the language of instruction at The Mount Washington School in Language and 

Literature, Individuals and Societies, Mathematics, Science, the Arts, Physical Education/Health 

and Design.  The primary language of instruction for Language Acquisition is Spanish.  All 

aspects of our language programs require formative and summative assessments.  These 

assessments are used to plan appropriate student instruction and to evaluate student progress. 

 

Faculty and staff serve as examples for students by helping them to develop their knowledge of 

how to use language appropriately according to different contexts. 

 

Mother Tongue Support 
 

We acknowledge the importance of a student’s mother tongue in promoting personal identity 

and maintaining cultural heritage.  We understand that mother tongue is the language at home 

that is most strongly linked to the culture that an individual identifies with as their culture of 

origin and is often the culture used in the home.  By offering the following support and 

encouragement to parents and guardians of linguistically and culturally diverse students we 

recognize the importance of preserving the cultural diversity of our students, their families and 

our community: 

● We encourage students to discuss their school experiences in their home language. 

● We encourage families to visit both the school and neighborhood libraries to find books 

to read together in their home language. 

● When needed, we encourage families to visit their child’s school and ask for help with 

an interpreter provided by the school. 

When possible, opportunities are given for students to develop their mother tongue in the 

course of their learning. Teachers encourage students to share their culture and primary 

language.  The school seeks ways to celebrate the multicultural diversity of the student body 

and families. 

 

Mother Tongue Accommodations 

 

In accordance with federal and state requirements, Baltimore City Public Schools conduct the 

Home Language Survey of all students to assist in identifying language minority students.  The 

Home Language Survey provides a broad indicator of which students may require further 

assessment to determine eligibility for English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Services.  

That information is documented in Baltimore City Public Schools Student Management System 

and each teacher has access to the information for each student they teach. 



 

 

 

Students for whom English is not their first language will receive support through the ESOL 

program at The Mount Washington School. The primary goal of the ESOL program is to build 

academic language skills in English so that students may be successful. ESOL program activities 

provide equal access to a quality educational program for students learning English as a new 

language.  Students receive ESOL classes and tutoring in addition to their general education 

classes if they need support. 

 

Language Acquisition 
 

Spanish, the language of instruction for Language Acquisition, is a year-long course in years 1, 2 

and 3 and it meets 2 - 3 days a week. This course is designed to allow the students to 

communicate in the target language by building upon the skills of speaking, listening, reading 

and writing. Students develop insights into their own culture and the culture of others, better 

understand their own language and culture, build upon knowledge of other disciplines using 

the language and become a more active participant in the global community. By participating in 

this course students will gain competence in a language other than their mother tongue, 

develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages and 

become equipped with a skills base to facilitate further language learning.  

 

Acquisition of Language Resources 
 

The Mount Washington School designates funds each year to continually expand the language 

resources in the school.  All students have access to language resources for school and personal 

use within each classroom as well as the school library.  These resources include, but are not 

limited to, dictionaries, thesauruses, online assistance with bibliographies and Spanish print 

books and periodicals. 

 

Parent Communication 
 

The school language policy is published in the Middle School Handbook and on the school 

website.  If a translation of the language policy is required for a family whose first language is 

not English, the school will accommodate this request. 

 

Parents can access the school and teachers’ websites for assignments and current news. At the 

beginning of the school year all families receive a copy of The Mount Washington School’s 

Parent Handbook and the Middle School Handbook. These documents identify teachers’ email 

addresses for communication ease.  



 

 

 

Policy Use and Review 
 

The language policy is used by all teachers in the school to inform and guide their practice and 

to meet the needs of students. This language policy will be evaluated periodically throughout 

the school year by staff and stakeholders and proposals for changes discussed at the end of the 

school year to make sure that it adheres to best practices, current research and district policy. 

 

 


