
 

The Mount Washington School 

Assessment Policy 

 

The Mount Washington School’s assessment policy is available to all sections of the school 

community and informs all assessment practices. 

 

Definition of Terms 

Assessment is the process of gathering of information on student learning from a variety of 

sources to understand how well students are achieving identified curriculum expectations. 

Evaluation is the process of judging the quality of a student’s work based on identified criteria 

and assigning a value to represent the level of achievement attained.   

Diagnostic assessment is the process of gathering evidence of student learning prior to 

commencing instruction.  This information is useful for planning instruction, and in particular 

for individualizing program delivery.  It is not used to determine student achievement levels. 

Formative assessment is the process of gathering information during the learning process.  It 

involves constructive and specific feedback to students aimed to improve learning.  This 

evidence may be used for determining a grade/level when there is insufficient evidence from 

summative assessments. 

Evaluative / Summative assessment is designed to allow students to demonstrate achievement 

towards the expectations of a unit.  It forms the primary basis for establishing the report card 

levels of achievement.   

Criterion-referenced assessment occurs when students are measured against defined criteria 

provided by the teacher at the beginning of a learning period. 

 

 

 

 



 

Assessment Beliefs and Values 

The assessment practices at The Mount Washington School are based on the following beliefs 

about teaching and learning that reflect the school values and IB philosophy: 

Assessment should be learner centered 

➢ Assessment practices recognize that learning is a life-long process and is a 

reflection of the holistic learning environment that is inquiry based, 

connected across the curriculum and grounded in real life experiences. 

➢ Assessment is developmentally appropriate and is used to help 

determine what learners know, understand and can do at different stages 

of the learning process. 

➢ Assessment practices take into account different learning styles and 

abilities by providing differentiated methods of assessment. 

➢ Assessment practices encourage creative and intellectual risk taking in a 

nurturing environment by recognizing each learner’s unique potential. 

Assessment should be a shared process 

➢ Assessment enables ongoing collaborative reflection between students, 

teachers and parents, recognizing that each plays a role in the learning 

process. 

➢ Learning expectations and assessment strategies are made clear to 

students and parents. 

Assessment should provide meaningful feedback 

➢ Assessment provides teachers with information that will influence 

instructional practices. 

➢ Assessment data is used as the foundation for collaborative planning. 

➢ Assessment provides prompt feedback to students about their current 

level of achievement so they can improve their practice. 

➢ Assessment prior to the start of new learning allows teachers to assess 

students’ current knowledge and experiences. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Common Assessment Practices 

 Planning for assessment 

➢ Assessment is integrated into all parts of planning, teaching and learning 

in all content areas. 

➢ Teachers plan assessment tasks collaboratively, both within and across 

subject areas. 

➢ The levels of students’ current knowledge and experience are assessed 

through diagnostic assessments before the introduction of new learning. 

➢ Teachers devise assessment tasks (both formative and summative) that 

give students adequate opportunities to show clearly what they can 

achieve in relation to the MYP unit question and hence the subject-

specific objectives for that unit. 

➢ Assessment is vertically and horizontally articulated across grade levels 

and content areas to ensure age appropriateness and skill 

development—assessment tasks progress in level of complexity in both 

content and thinking skills. 

Assessment strategies 

➢ Assessment is grounded in real-world experiences and/or applications. 

➢ Assessments are differentiated to meet the needs of all learners. 

➢ Assessment focuses on both the learning process and the final 

demonstration of learning by each student and involves students in both 

peer and self assessment. 

➢ Teachers use a variety of formative assessments to provide students with 

descriptive feedback as they are learning in order to monitor learning and 

improve performance.  Formative assessment may include but is not 

limited to the following: teacher observation, exit ticket, quiz, Baltimore 

City Public School benchmarks, self-reflection, discussions, etc. 

➢ Teachers use a variety of summative assessments to verify that students 

have learned the skills and/or knowledge taught.  Examples of summative 

assessments include but are not limited to: unit tests, performance based 

tasks, projects, presentations (oral or written) through various media, 

portfolios, process journals, composition, essays, investigations, state 

standardized assessments, etc. 

 



 

Analysis of assessment 

➢ Assessment data is used to set goals that address students’ learning 

needs, plan curriculum and drive instruction which increases effective 

teaching, and overall student learning. 

➢ Assessment data is used for the purpose of identifying whole school 

program goals. 

➢ Assessment practices are reviewed yearly in light of IB standards and 

practices and program development. 

➢ In the future, samples of assessed student work will be externally 

monitored by the IBO to ensure accurate interpretation of assessment 

criteria. 

Feedback and reporting on assessment 

➢ Teachers produce rubrics for each summative assessment using the 

internationally benchmarked objectives and criteria for each subject area 

provided by the IBO. 

➢ Students are provided with rubrics that define expectations and align 

with the appropriate criteria across all content areas.  

➢ Students are provided with prompt feedback on assessments so they can 

reflect on and improve their learning. 

➢ Parents are provided with a copy of the rubric to review along with 

students at the start of each unit.  Rubrics are signed and returned to the 

teacher.  After each summative assessment is completed and students 

have reflected on their work, those graded rubrics are sent home. 

➢ Students and parents are able to access summative assessment 

achievement scores via the online grade book throughout the course of 

the school year.   

➢ Students and parents are informed mid-quarter and at the end of each 

quarter of the student’s academic progress using the Baltimore City 

Schools Progress Report and Report Card. 

➢ Students and parents are informed annually of the achievement level 

reached by students in for every criteria in each subject area.   

➢ Parents have the opportunity to meet with teachers and review 

coursework during parent conferences scheduled throughout the school 

year. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

EVALUATION and REVIEW of the ASSESSMENT POLICY 

To provide consistency in teaching and learning at The Mount Washington School, and to align 

assessment practices with the IB philosophy and expectations, this document was produced in 

a collaborative effort with ideas and feedback flowing between faculty members, IB 

coordinator and the Head of School. 

Professional development for teachers is needed for this type of assessment to flourish.  This 

professional development will take place in IB approved training, training provided by the Mid-

Atlantic Association of IB World Schools and in meetings within the school.   

Teacher collaboration will be crucial to:  

● discuss samples of student work 

● discuss the application of criteria and levels of achievement to ensure fairness and 

common understandings 

● evaluate student work and seek confirmation from colleagues 

● make sure the policy becomes a working document 

This assessment policy will be evaluated periodically throughout the school year and proposals 

for changes discussed at the end of the school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


